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A Line o' Cheer Each Day o' the Year.
By JOHN KENDRICK BANGS.

ltrtt er'ntine or an originat poem. wri.ten daily
for he Washilnru.n Herald.
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Wison Acts as House Trims.
If there was rejoicing yesterday because

President Wilson took a forward step in the
direction of restoring the United States to a

recognized and respected place among nations,
by ordering out the militia of three States to

protect American lines and property along the
Mexican border, it was tempered by the an-

nouncement that the House of Representatives
had rejected the Senate's provisions for the
organization of an army of .so,ooo men. That
the House should vote so decisively against an

adequate army at the very timiie when all indi-
cations point to an early war with Mexico is
deplorable, if not surprising.

There wsas at least reason to hope that the
eery apparent drift toward actual hostilitics
hetween I'nited States and Carranza forces
would hase con inceil the House of the wisdom
of the Senate's plan for an army of a quarter
of at milion. The opinion of those best qual-
ined to speak is that at least that number of
Tmen would he required to make a reasonably
quick and thoroughly successful job of it in Mex-
ico, iwithout taking into consideration other pos-
sihle demands for an army. If the House is
willing that this great and rich nation should
bas e an army urger than its present nucleus,
ly shiiull it refuse to lote for an army large
nough to he adequate, and instead adopt as

it, plan a mere feeble pretense of prepared-

T e .ciling out of the militia is gratifying,
'isn though it comes two mssonths lateraiehan
et sld h.necome, It say bie profitable as
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A Good Beginning.
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Another Vera Crux?
Wihat the administration seems to hase iniris is another V'era ,Cruz performance. It

would again hold on Mexican soil a large bodyos L nmted States troops, inactive and serving as
a constant source of irritation. If Villa is still
a potent factor, in the opinion of Washington,
the only proper course is that of maintaining
the pursuit of him and his forces. To abandon
the pursuit and establish armed camps there, to
be miaintamned indefinitely, would be to repeat'the blunder of Vera Cruz under much less fa-'voeing conditions. Such an occupation wouldalmsost certainly lead, to a clash which would
force armed intervention, If that is the thingIaimed at, the plan would be understandable. If
not, it would only be another Mexican blunder,We should either de the thing we started to doj
*r get ot.-St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

A Strice of Mothers.
By JOHN U. BAKR.

From a group of mothers I have just re-

ceived a very interesting letter. It says that
they are trying to start a strike against the
school conditions their children have to meet,
by urging mothers to keep the children out of
congested school rooms. I hope they will
succeed. So far as I am aware theirs would
be the first strike of mothers on record. And
it's about time that mothers did something of
this kind. They have been altogether too

long-suffering and too patient. I could suggest
many things they might strike against besides
the present grievance, of inequality of advant-
age on the part of their children in starting
life, for example, with the many resulting
handicaps. If they were to follow this cluc
alone we should have rebellious mothers in-
dicting our whole social system. Now that
they have the vote in California and else-
where and are working up to their chance
there's no knowing how far they will go.
Just now, considered from the conservative
point of sicw, mothers are plainly a dangerous
class.

'These indignant mothers say that the schools
they send their youngest children to, the begin-
Ters, are both oscercrowded and insufficiently
provided with teachers. In many of the school
rooms one teacher has charge of children num-

bering from fifty to sixty, surely an unwhole-
some situation, both for the children and for
the teacher.

Tihe miotliers, in a serv natural desire to

got at tice cause of the trouble, show an in-
clination to blamie the board of education for:
conontitnng on the salarv of teachers. I sus-l

icet that the member, of the board arc not

rcally to blame and that they are sincerely
concerned, and are doing the best they can
c ith thic inadeiuate funds at their disposal.
ieside-, the troubl is not confined ccer elv

tc tie numir of trachers, or to the amount of
the teacher' salaric-. There is also inade-
;acy of acconinodation. And behind this situ-

ation lies the indiffer ner of the public. .which
('oe cot demand greater care in this mattrr,
s hici doe, not take pride in its school and
eust, not realize what a fine inve.tment lies
n god -.schools, cci-ely maintaincd.

cn in ub a, dmcini-tration is much
t ked of juct noe. \nd, on thi- subjcet, there

.otue rutsconcrptinn. Pur c aste often
confun d Isith estraagance. There is of
ror no excuse fo, waste. Bc-ide doing
no ':ood whatrccr, it ilay do harm far greater

c its cost in money. B lt what i. called
extrasagane ioay or mnay rothie real loss, .And
what,, pac-c for csin cty mav I ecxtraiagancC.
CoIt ;r a well-managed school system would
hei. it would not, in itself. he estrasagant
tart children well in life, the futre citizens,

tli of thee; intual others and father iitask uot,t aying for and fusing usrll, [l
ulin, mer, nit task to be cilc rtakeni in a

erlt w ioiksale way. Tb
ccc cc

w s a iactr,of ou" public rdhtcaton in the past hast bieen
clni of the chief call-ce of its weakness. It
has cn the means of sacriicting the physical
ni miiental srlfare of many a child. lur schools

a!re not establishd to makc wcakling- but to
c--ke sigorou womrn and mern. \\ lien fifty
or more children are herded together fcr
-serral hours a ii under the care fci an over-

utcrkcd teach r, the rec il can not possibly
b saticf -tactrc.\Iany of the well-to-do par
(uts, pirecictating tins fact, uiir-awc their chii-
siren and sen d the to prist lsc too'l. lut
the poorer parents, the miuidtitud-. have no sieh
altern;tics, It tihee cannot send their children
to thce public schools, tih children cannot
iet ;ny schooling and the cc. cints becomec si1o-
letors of the law.

It is absurd that any tece r should be ex-
:rtd to take charge of class of more than
tsenty 6-f or thirty. And a scalier group wouldhe desirable. To reach indiidt al nereds is thehighcet att of teaching, not to drise masses ofchildren through a precrib, d cure. Now, thosechildren who are most in nred of help are likely
to he the eact helped. Th'cy c<e borne down bythe mass around them1. Often ices fall into theindifference that is a formt of chihlish despair, the
ccorst of all osibe results \\ hat thev mostneed is to be guided and menouraged to a reali-
zation of their pcssihilities.

Oif all bargains that a city can ecure there is
none more deceptive than a bargain in schoolteachers. The teachers, most of them', are un-derpaid. But the fault lies plaint not with theBoard of liducation, but with tice people whosechildren are taught by the inderi ail teachers. Intins country, the profession of teaching, one oftic most important of all profe sionas, is with-
out honor and without prper material reward.The most capable wcorkers ae c not encouragedto go into it, unless they are animated by alove of the work or by the desire to be of get-cce service. Such devotees are rare. So we can't
expect to hase hne schools, with generoic equip-
ment, till public opin co merotic alice to their
unp11ortance; that is, till tice peoplce realize that
Icy their icndiffeencce and fale conomiicicis ltey are
cdefrauidincg themicselv-es andc cdefraccdincg their -chiit--
dreni.

hope those mothIlrs wcill piercist in their titan
ofi striking. It wouild ibe tgood ficr themi acid goodc
for thce pubtlic schools of thceicrcy and good for
cthe pubhlic schoccl systemti alt over tihe coulntrv. It
mcighct start an eduttcationsalt-reolctnci.

Democratic Legislation.
In spite of their shortage ofi Congressional

leadierc of Erct-class ability, -tics Demicocrats wcitt
be able to pcoint dureing the campia ign to a stur-pricing record of legislatioci. The mcost inc
portant itemi ccitt, of ncurse, be cthe Federal re:
sere acnd currency lace. Betweencc tows ancdelectiont lbheress-ill evidenctly- tic added a lace es-
tablishcing a nesw rural creilit or farmi loan sys-temc. Thcis wcitt emphcasize the pcaradox that a
party which has beeni sucht a prey to ficancialI
heresy in the past shotcld register in preciselythat field its most conspicuouts legislative suc-i
cess.. While the campaign still chiefly turn,1
according to present indications and past ex-
perience, on other issues, it wciilot do for the
Republicans to ignore the fact that their legis-
lative record wcill yield lice Democrats cant-
paign material of a very valuable sort. It is
not less valuable becaus~e sonme of the thingswhbich the Democrats csill point to were among
the unfulfilled promises of the Repttblicans dur-
ing their period of power-Springield Repub-
lican.

The inses Joined.
Just at preposterous, take it from T. R., for

him to call Mr. Hughes a "Baptist hypocrite"I
as charged, as for Mr. Hughes to call him al
"Dutch Reformed dinosaur.' And, as some-I
bpdy has already called the President a "blue-
nosed Presb rcrian," the issues of the- canaigs are jo naW. Stree JineaL
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Impo"e a severe penalty for tafring,
In 1976 an "Independent National

party catte upon the field, to make
the issue of legal-tender notes by the
government, in place alike of gold and
silver, the chief point of its protest
against the programs of the two regu-
lar parties.
To the country it was known as the

"Greenback Party."
The notes which it demanded should

be issued were to be practically irre-
deemable. being convertible, not into
gold or silver, but "into United States
obligations merely."

It was practically repeating the de-
mand of the Labor Reform party of
four years before for "a purely na-
tional circulating medium, based on
the faith and resources of the nation,
and Issued directly to the people with-
out the intervention of any system of
banking corporations," In order that
there might be established "a just
standard of the distribution of capital
and labor."

On all hands there os manifest a
growing uneasiness because of the ap-
parent rise of monopolies and the con-
centration of capital in the hands of
comparatively small groups of men
who seemed to be in a position to
control at their pleasure the productive
industries of the country; because of
the power of the railways to deter-
mine by discriminating rates what
sections of the country, what induc-
tries, what sorts of producte and of

m.atif'-atur-es shu-iI'f he ',ccorde t..e
easiest aeceses to the markets; because
of the increase in the cost of the ner-
esary tools of industry and of all
tmenufacturel goods through the oper
ation of the tariff the ine u, table
c:ogs whicb i-emed To many , be put
by the ITa' itself u oc the free and

wholesone rivalries of co mmeetrce and
producttion

lie farners of the Wesi anit South,
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the heels of the warto organize
themselves ft the protect itn aod ad-
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iit' t tb it h ai mm'a on e ~f the pmi-
litical pa"rtlis paid' little heed.
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